
SPINY DOGFISH  CARE 
SOP# = Chon2 

 
PURPOSE:   To describe methods of care for dogfish sharks.  
 
POLICY:  To provide optimum care for all animals. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY: Collector and user of the animals.  If these are not the same person, 
the user takes over responsibility of the animals as soon as the animals have arrived on 
station. 
 
IDENTIFICATION: 
 
Common Name Scientific Name Identifying Characteristics 
Spiny dogfish  Squalus acanthia - These sharks have two dorsal fins set far apart 

- One spine on the leading edge of each dorsal 
fin 
- Distinctive white spots along lateral line 
- There is no anal fin 
- Individuals can reach 160 cm in length 
 

 
 

 
 
CAPTURE: 
 
Location Open ocean 

 
Methods - These fish can be caught by long line or by hook and line 

- They are also caught as bycatch in trawl nets. 
**Please see BMSC Dogfish Capture, Transport, Handling SOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANIMAL CARE: 
 
Holding - Held in continually flowing seawater in large tanks 

- Water must be aerated 
- The BMSC cable tank is the best on site for dogfish  
- Lids are necessary 
 

Feeding - These fish feed on herring and other small fishes 
- They generally will not feed until they are comfortable in their 
new habitat 
- Loud noises and other disturbances cause them to not eat for 
long periods 
- They will not eat if their tank is too small for appropriate 
swimming and other behaviors 
- They feed heartily in large groups together in a large tank once 
they have had a few weeks to establish themselves 
 

Tank Cleaning - Fish should not be removed from tank for cleaning 
- Bottom of the tank should be cleaned weekly by siphoning or 
vacuuming  
- Use net to remove waste 
 

Daily Activities -Ensure water is flowing into the tank at a reasonable rate. 
-Ensure the standpipe is in place and not blocked. 
-Check for and remove dead animals. 
-Check for and remove any uneaten prey organisms. 
-Check for and remove foreign organisms. 
 

Animal Return - Animals should be returned to the site of their collection.  
- Be sure to have well oxygenated water in bucket that they are 
being returned in 
- If any anesthetic chemical has been used on the fish during it’s 
holding at BMSC, the animal must not be released before the drug 
withdrawal time.  Withdrawal time should be on the label of an 
anesthetic in degree-days or ‘ATUs’ (degree-days are the 
accumulated thermal units for a given day.  One day at 10C is 10 
degree-days).   
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